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THE BIRMINGHAM INQUIRGR

Jo are using the word "INQUIRZRY in the above title because we are requesting you to
cuggest a more appropriate name. It is our hope that many names will be submitted. Too,
if you did not possess an inquisitive mind you would not be 2 member or friend of THE
SIRMINCHALD AYNTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY.

The Society is for people, both adult and junior, who are interested in ANTHROPOLOGY,
ARCHAZOLOGY, STHNOLOGY, GI0LOGY, or even just plain collecting. ©ven an inveterate col-
lector may, and sometimes does, become a good archaeologist, with the proper association,
instruction, and fellowship.

Remember, one of the most valuable assets of our Society is the fellowship. FEspecial=
ly is this true when on a field trip with two or three fellow members: riding to or from
the site; walking down long cotton or corn rows; sharing a lvnch with the bunch in the

( . shade of a large maple, oak, or sycamore tree down by the creek bank; digging a trench in
)~ the pasture surrounded by a hundred inguisitive (there's that word again? cows; or even

( prowling under an oldtime water mill to see if the cogs in the wheels are wood or iron.

\ (They were wood, bélieve it or not, and not too far from Birmingham.)

In any of these places a fellow is liable to "let his hair dowm" a bit. Then is
when the fellowship begins. Iven if you don't find any artifacts, the trip has been worth-
while. Any artifacts that you discover are pure profit.

You mst find the Society meetings interesting, or you would not come to them,
Chances are that your friends will find them equally interesting. Bring them to the next
one,

The retiring President, Jim Jilkinson, is to be congratulated on the mesting at the
Art Museum; January 12, when the Society, through him, and in conrection with Mr. Roy
Howard's "Archaic Smile", presented Prof. Lewis Larsen, of Itowah, Georgia, to an audience
of one hundred sixty six (166) people. Jim ended a successful year cf srlendid endeavor
in a "blaze of zlory" as it were. Jim hes set a pattern for future Presidents.

Britt Thompson has accepted the torch and the challenge, and if his initial actions
are a barometer, everyone in the Society will soon be as busy as the proverbial cat on a
hot tin roof. Je venture to predict that 1956 will be a most successful year. Past
Presidents may well be proud of the sead that they have sown. Now is a time of cultivation.

Recently two young lawyers, Sam SHANNON, and &d CONZRLY, both of whom are interested
in Scouting as well as Archaeology, Jjoined our Society. e heartily welcome them and feel
I sure they will be valuable additions to our already increasing number. Again, welcome

kﬁ_: friends.
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- a Suddhist memorial shrine, dating back to about the Third Century A.D. A monastery

New Delhi, India, reports that at the site of Salihundam, a wrecent excavation reveals

flcurished here from the Second Century 3.C. to the Highth Cenbtury A.D., or about one
thousand years.

Recently a cemetery five thousand years old was unearthed in Southern Israel. The

skalotons were Lying on their sides with knees drawn up and arms folded across the chest.
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Have yon heard thls one?

Just, think, some of these ruins are 5,000 years old.
Say, I'm not that dumb.

Don't you believe they are that old?

Of course not. It's only 1956.

I found a wonderful myth in the old baths at Milan.
I hope you begged her pardon and left.

el

How you tell one.

Saturday, January 14, 1956, seven members of the Society went to Decatur, Alabama,
to attend the Aanual ileeting of THI ALABAMA ARCHAZOLOGICAL SOCIZTY. The following made
the trip: BRITT TOPSOT, JLI WILKINSOM, BILL STI:LE, DAV JOSSELYN, MATT LIVELY, RANDY
GRAY, AlD JARTIN [ULLINDIR. .

The meetins was ably presided over by Dr. FRANK J. SOUAY, President of the Society,
and a member of ours as well, Dave de Jarnette, Curator of lloundville State Park showed
slides and spoke on his work in the Tennessee Valley. This was followed by Prof. Lewls
Larsen, whe showed slides and talked on "ixcavations at itowah". 0Or. Coday says that
amonrs other things it is the aim of the Society to form other chapters in various parts of
Alabama, so that people all over the state may work in a concerted effert,; bunching the
shots, rather than scattering the shots, as it were. They now liave two chapters = one at
Decatur, and one at Huntsville. The one at Huntsville is presided over by our old friend
and fellow-member, 5d. ahan. lobile is expected to organize shortly. The Alabama Society
hopes to report other organizations in the near future.

The following officers of the Society will be most happy to answer any questions which
you may wish %o direet to them. Hembership requests should be addressed to the Secretary.

) President Secretary & Treasurer (& Zditor)
Bgittain Thompson iartin F. lullender
3609 ifontrosa Road 202 18th day 5.4,
Hountain Brook, Ala. Birmingham, Ala.
TR1~-0693 53-8900




d Vige President Trustces
Floyd R®. Taylor Joseph Daole
2231 33rd Ave. ilo. Daniel Josselyn
3irminghan, Ala. Steven .inberly
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IRACBAGE FROI THE SOCTETY CFFIC:ERS

This, our first monthly letier to our members and friends, would not be complete with-—
out a brief preview of our plans, aims, and hopes for 1956.

Our lieetings

February 3rd

March 2nd

April 6th

1st PFriday every month, 7:30 P.l., Birmingham Public Library

Guest Spzakers and lember Speakers will share each meeting if
time permits.

Jim Jilkinson will be in charge of the program.
(Guaranteed interesting)

Guest Speaker ~ Dr. Sidney 3. Finn

Jr. Minn has been Professor of Dentistry and Head of Childrens
Clinic, University of Alsbama School of Dentistry, since 1950.
In addition, he is Consultant to the.V.A. Hospital at Tuskegee,
and Director of the Dental Clinic at the School for Deaf &
3lind at Talladega. He is a member of many Wational and State
Professional, Scientific, and Illonorary Societies. His educa-
tional backzround includes 3.4, (Zoology) at Ohio State Uni-
versity; il.5. (3iochemistry) University of lochester; D.leDes
Harvard.

His subject, "Role of Geneties in the Evoluiion of the liuman
Race", which will be illustrated, will touch on how human
variations cccur, their effect on races throgh inheritance,
general evolutionary patterns, mtations and more. Dr. Finn
is a fine speaker and we are looking forward to this meeting
with great iaterest. ’

lerber Speaker < lartin Hullender and Randy Gray
Subject <~ "Indian Religions®

Guest Speaker - Dr. David L. de Jarnette

Dr. de Jarnette is Alabama's ranking professional Archaeologist.
He is a charter member of the Society for American Archaeology,
and is active in the lastern States Archaeological iederation.
He has been Curator of the Alabama Museum of Natural listory,
and the American:luseum of Atomic Unersy at Oak Ridge. 3eing
Archaeolosist in charge of the lfoundville .fuseum, and teaching
at the University of Alabama, are his major occupations at
present.




April 6th (cont.)

("x | Ilis subject, "The Usuzl znd Unusual in Alabama Archaesloxy®
(' will be illustrated. Dr. de Jarnette, an old friend, is al-

ways sure to enliven and enligshten our meetings.

llember Speaker - Floyd Taylor
Subject = '"Indian Foods™

There will be more about our programs next tiwe. OSufficient now to say, our guest
speakers include: A return (by popular request) of Dr. Carl Sensenip, Professor of
Anthropology at the University of Alabamaj; Dr. Lewis Larsen, Professor of Archaeology at
University of Georsiz, will %tell us of "Yucatan'; Dy, Frank Soday, Viece President of
Chemstrand, will discuss "Arcéhaiec lan'; Ir. Steve «iumberly, who was formerly State
Archaeolozist and who has a national reputation as the man who knows in the field of
Southeastern Potiery, will discuss "Indian Pottery in Alabama®; Dr. Joseph Volker, Dean
of the University of Alabama Dental School, and Jirector of Dental lesearch, plans a
briefing session on ways to determine age, sex, etc., cn some of our local burial finds.
In addition, we hope to have one meeting devoted exclusively to geology.

Qur member spealters are volunteering in droves (of 1 or 2) to come up with a brief,
tirht, coneise, illuminating talk on some facet of Indian Life and Times. They will do
it, and do it well; for each of them has a special interest that makes them expert in their
fieldo

Qur Children Participation Program

(
¢ Iriefly this is still to be winnowed, to be shaken down to the pure grain; pure grain

( of interest, that is. Saturday, 28 January, we plan a field trip to some nearby site.

" Leave from the corner of Oxmoor Road and Route 31, at approximately 9:00 A.lf., with member's
children, a Sunday School class or two, some Txplorer Scouts, and others, and jest plain
collect some site bare.

On the 25th of February, Saturday, we plan to go to oundville and Dr. Dave de Jarnstte
has promised to teach proper collecting and clessifying methods, as well as show the lads
and lassies around. The January trip is strictly a "brinz your own Junch'. The February
trip will require about a . 1.25 for food and admittance to the luseum.

If either or both of these adventures pan gold, our plans will embrace an attempt each
month for some like affair. The response of willinr adult males to drive the children about
the country has been ﬁenulnely"matlfy1no. (There is no rule against parents or non-parsnts
joining the ecrew).

Future Projects

First, we hope for the inclusion in our news~-letter of papers, stories, and news. ilone
of these are acquired by osmosis and a letter to the Secretary will be welcome - if it's
full of that indefinable something that interests man in men and their ways.

Second, good fiym plans are hard to make without the weighing of many ideas and means.
The joecd firm plans we refer to are those to help Alabama have a Museum. Any sugsestions are
welcome and it is hoped some member will volunteer to be idea receiver, investigsator of costs
[/ mnd ways and means. detter to volunteer than to be volunteered,
re
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"Mfe best cure for a sluggish mind is to disturb its routine."
~Danforth






