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THE BIRM{NGHAM \NQUIRER
‘Dr, Franmk Soday was anable to give his awaited talk om Paleo Maw for our

September meeting due fo last mirute ommitments. Member £d Creen, who has
been in Mexico more timee thay the average Mexican, piach hit for Dr. Yoday in
an extremeiy able :ud eutertaining fashion. He had mamy siides chowimg thé path
he and Sterling Wortham toeck through Mexico in their search for things "E archaeo-
logical interest. I additicr to the <lic e, he had many dozens of artifacts ranging
from cbsidian flake keives and project le points to such things as votive god= and
castr. A most intcrestiag display and lecture was enjoyed by all of u-.

Our picnic ai Moumdvilie was nct sbared by as many as we nad hoped., There
were only about fifitven in zitendavcs, However, Dave DeJarmette, Curator of the
Museum, and Ramcy Gruay, who has Han workiag there this swmmer, made it a most
memorable day, Of couvs: we visited all of the usual places in the Muceum:-it-elf,
but thenm we went irtc the izlioratory, Here Randy was in the process of collating
and clzssifying matsrial ircm a site ci: the Coosa River, Here wore many skulls
and bomes, a fime <oiiection of pottery, and manv many artifacts, We weat through
the lab with many !ong stops and emjoy:d every micute of it, We sincerely hope
many of our members und friends can got to Moundville and take every opportunity
to do so.

In addition tc his kindaess aed bospitality, Dave DeJarmette has is~ued to our
members as anmual ticket which is good for adraission to the Museum at any time
prior to the wxpiration date shownm on the facw of it. These cards are being mailed
with the Newslette: this month and shoald be {illsd im by the member with his name.

Last spring, two armaleur archacologists of Dallas, Texas, found a peculiar
apear point is a pit of charceal blackered eavth =« few miles from Dallac, Near it
were bones of gow extinet animals; av. elephant, camels, and horces. They immed-
iately recognized kow important these things wweve, The spearhead was & Clovic
point. Clovis poiwis have aiways been considered older thae the fully fluted Folcom
points, but mo one was surs jus?t how o!d they ave, Commonest guesc was 15,000
years. The disvorery of a Clovis poisk in a cawplire hearth containing charcoal
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made it possible to daie the Clovis cultura by Carboen 14, The amateur: werve ghie
to get their hearth dated by mew Cavbon 14 zpraratuc in the laboratory oi the Humble
Oil & Refinimg Corcpany at Houcton, Tha first of August, Messrs, Crocl: and Harric
were celebrating the secound and bigger climax., The test proved the cha:‘coal to be
37,000 years old. This is an uge far greater tham any ever pPreviously e-tabliched
for human races in America. '

Mr. Harris visited our Society about a year and a half ago.
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- In August we received a report from Randy Gray as to his work aud activitier
while at Mound State Park this summsr, He says his principal job was preparing
a study of the pottery and artifacts found im the 1948 sxcavations of the (presumed)
Coosa Site. This means a complete rtudy of every sherd found, a complete analy-
#is of the pottery, and the typing of 2') ariifacts found. He says he has ¢« ompleted
the pottery study amd has mads a fair start on the artifacts, He studied inore tham
fifty different type: of beads arnd maay intevesting trade chjects zuch as gum parts,
bottles, axes, kmives, and pipes.,

Randy further etates that he helped in the Museum and helped with the talks
to various school groups and civic orgnui »ations.
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Saturday, August 4th, Messrs, Gimpane and Hullender visited at the home of
Mra. John B. Hay, Bremen, Alabama, Mr, Hay had recently died at Veteran‘s
Hospital inqﬁlrmmgham, Among other things thay viewed part of Mr. Hay’=s col-
lectiom of Indiam artifacts. Mrs, Hay and son, Jobhm B., Jr., stated that it is their
intention to keep Mr, Hay's collection imtact. Mrs, Hay further stated that mem-
bers of the Society would alwuya be weleome at the home to view and <tudy the
collection. We would suggs=t that any member should contact Mr<. Hay previou«
to am intended wisif. Many of Mr, Hay's uotes and records are stored away. At
*ome time later whoewm these papers are available, the Society will be welcome to
use any that are of value to the Society, : '

Mr. Hay, Jr., hopes to locate ix this vicinity, amd hopes he will be able to
add to his father’s collection, Judging from bis comversaticn, the pupil i< apt, and
the teacher did 2 guod job.

Mz. Johnm B, Hay was for many years a member of the Alahama Archueological
Society, and a very valued smd highly esteamed membar of the Dirmingham Anthropo-
logical Soviety, Hs was a collector of Indian artifects im his loculity for more tham

forty years, We shall miss him.
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From Guaternala comas the newe that a group of skin divers have found a
resort lake that is a veritabie archasoloygical freasure trove. Lake Amouotitlam, about
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rwenty miles south of Guatamala City and trzditionally a plave of rest and play, lLas
been yeilding nuine rous Mavan potiery pieces, These have been lyieg or the botiorn
of the lake for abcuk 1,000 vsars, When the divers first started they bajan just fox
fun, them about a year lutex, they bagan turning up pottery pieces later icentified with
the Mayan culture thai flourished im the southern part of Guatemala. Recently one of
the divers found a clay pitch pine bufmar,, probahbly used in religious rite s,

The burper is a circular receptacle adormed on three sides by smell skulls
and typieal Mayan heads with elaborate headdresses. The burner is abcout one foot
high and about one foot in diameter. I is almost iv perfect condition. It was found
at a depth of about seventy feet. The pleces, particularly the pine burmer, are being
studied by drchaeclogists not orly for their artistic vulue but also as clues to the life
of the Mayan races thatimhabited the surroundings of the lake and Guatemala City.

DG YOU KNCW?
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That hammo«ks were net kmown Lo Europeans before Columbus dizcovered
America.

That Panama hats are of Imdian origin and were first made by the Indian- of
South America.

That the Indians of many Iindian tribe= of hoth North and South Ame»rica became
akilled silver-smiths chortiy afier Europzams hrought <ilver to America.

That the Norith Americar Indiaws were bead makers long before the coming
of Europeans and that when «volcred glass beads were offered them in exchange
for furs, they realized, at once, the very beautiful desigas they could make with
them. The Indians took thez2 bzads, that the Whitee comnsidered to be nearly
worthiess, amd made them into orsaments of great beauty.

That some Ixdiam tribes, arousd Puget Sound. raised long haired dog- rolely
for their hair which they wsed in weaving their blankets.

That most Indiam mes. would have bad beards if they would let them grow,
but imstead they would pull cut apy hair that ~tarted to grow upon their face. To
do thir they usad muscel shell tweezers

That rearly all primitive people, and soma not so primitive, made masks
which they used is their ceremowiale, The Iraquois Indianms of New York State have
long been moted for their mask= of the humae face, The Northwect Pacific Coast
Indiams, from the state of Washington to Alacka, xot'omly made mask< of the human
face, but macke representisig the heads of birds and animals.

The Pueblo xnd Navajo Irdiams are alsc soted for their ¢eremonial marck-,

In Mexico. Central Amevics, aad Northossters South America, the Imdian-
made use of masks."




The South Sea Islamders, Chinese, Japanere and Tibatans had a large ac-
sortment of mask=s, The Japanere actors used masks in their make-up of the
character they represented.

S e S e T D W S e

Recently, in New Jersey, several skulls have heen found that probably
desigmnate the first "bundle burial" pit found im that state. The site of the pit is
prominent in Indian history, as it lies im what is kmowm as the Great Peace
Meadows, in the Passiac River valley west of Caldwell. Here the Iroquois are
said to have imposed an uneasy peace on the local Lemnape tribes after conquering
them in 1720.

The {irst Indian remains ir this vicinity were found rirety years ago when
a cellar was being excavated for a mearby farmhouse. Iunterest was revived last
spring when a bullidozer turned up Irdian artifacts while moving dirt around a
swimming pool,

The skulls iv all cases had been crushed, but it was hoped that po<sibly at
least one of them could be recconstructed so a« to be able to determine how remote
these people were, racially, from the moderr Indiam,

Hearth= ard graves, which had been under about four feet of water, were
laid bare in a larg~ area.
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THE QESCUE OF AN INDIAN MAIDEN, A SACRIFICE
TG THE MORNING STAR

It was the custom among the Skidi-Pawnee Indians to occasionally cacrifice
a maiden, the more beautiful the better, te the Morning Star. Various reacom<
were given for the cacrifice, but probably the most importamt war that it would
insure good crops. The ceremony of the sacrifics lasted several daye, climaxed
with the death of the maiden just as the Mormning Star appeared above the horizom.
The girl had to be captured from some neighhoring tribe.

In 1818 the Pawnees prepared for such a sacrifice. The maiden had been
captured and residents of all the neighboring tribes, having been invited, were
present. The cervinonies were enacted and it came time for the sacrifice and the
maiden was bound to the stake, All were waiting for the Morming Star to appear.

Among those assembled was a young Pawnee chief, named Petalesharo, who
was very popular exnd comsidered the most handsome and the most daring in the
tribe. Umnobservec, he had statiomed two fast horses a short distance away. Then
as the Morning Star was appearing abcve the horizon, he rushed forward, cut the
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girl's boxds and carried her through the c¢rowd to the two waiting hor-es, Placing
her on one hor<e, he mounted the other and with her rode swiftly away until safe
from pursuit. He then precemted her with the horse she was om, gave her come
food and told her to returnm to her owan people, some four hundred miles away.,

Petalecharo returncd to hic tribe, but because of hi~ prominence and good
repute, no attempt wa< made to puni-h him. Probably, hi= tribecmen admired
him for hi< courageou- feat. Human sacrifice was never again practiced by the
Pawnees,
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From Oslo, Norway, comes news as to how the huge statues of Ea<ter Icland
were erected and iramsported - an archaeological mystery - may have been
discovered by an expedition headed by Thor Heyerdahl of Kon-Tiki fame. The ex-
pPeriment conducted by the expedition indicates that the people who {nhabited the
island in the Pacific west of South America had mastered sculpture and knew
advanced principles of tramsportation,

A rative chief, using a team of twelve men, showed the expedition, how,
through the use of logs, stores and muscles a large statue lying on the ground
could be made to stand erect om a platform six feet high, Mr. Heyerdahl said
that the expedition had found proof that at least some of the stafues had been trame-
portsd by sea and larded below precipices on the coast. A large moon-shaped
reed boat had beer: found carved on the cthest of a statue that had been excavated,
Mr. Heyerdahl collected enough ethnographical and archaeological material to keep
him busy for at least two years study. He will write a scientific report, a popular
book, and produce a film with the 57, 000 feet of film that they made. When the
expedition started work, the archaeologis? working separately at different site
discovered that the icland had been the home not of a continmuous civilization, as
was previously thoughi, but that there were the remains of three distinct civiliza-
tiome, superimposed om each other, About six hundred of these statues in different
parts of the island were previously krown. They all belong to one specific type,
characteristic of Easter Island and different from anything known in other parts
of the world.

They are all made of a type of yellowish-gray volcanic tufa (-andy =tone)
which exists only in the extinct volcamo Rano Raraku, near the cac-tern corner of
the island. Thi- expeditior uncovered a number of large and sinall ctone ~tatue-
of other matsrial and of a very different style and workmanship. They were found
buried in the earth, or deliberately broken and uced in the mas<onry that <upport-
the statues of the <econd epoch,
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The Society plams to have a booth at the State Fair that will be cn the second
floor in the Grandstand Building. Vie plan to have a division of paleo, archaic,
woodland, Mississippi, and historic artifacts, Plus some explanatory notes amd pic-
tures concernivg same. We sincerely hope that every member will come ocut and
brimg a friend to lcok at the ALABAMA INDIAN EXHIBIT,
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MESSAGE FROM THE SOCIETY CFFICE XS

Precident -+ Brittain Thompson 3609 Montrose Road TR 1-069%%
Vice President ~- Floyd F., Taylor 1123 Nc. 16th St. AL 1-9984
Secretary & Treasurer -- Martin F. Hullender 202 18th Way SW 58-89¢C0

Meetings: First Friday Every Month, 7:30 P, M., Birmingham Public Library,

October 5th

November 2nd

3rd Floor, Art Room, unless
otherwise announced,

Guest Speaker Steve Wimberly

.Subject; "Southeacsterm Pottery"

Siteve Wimberly, former State Archaeclogist for Alabama, ha<
roade a speciality of Indian pottery and ic a recognized authority
for the Soutbeastern atates in this field. He is the author and co-
zuthor of =everal archaeoclogical bulletins covering ~ome of the
ciggirgswhich he has been associated with, He planc to give an
informal talk utilizicg a few examplec of different type<, He har
cuggested that members bring to the meeting some of their pottery
azbout which they may have some questions which he ascurec uc he
will gladly answer.

Guert Speaker Donald C. Beatty
Subject: "Latin American Expedition''

Mr. Domald C., Beutly organized and financed (by way of Richard
iﬁximey, 1. P. Morgam and others) a Latin American Expedition
for the purpose of conducting scientific research among Jivaro
ludians in the upper Amazor River within both ethnological and
archaeological areas. To insure scientific integrity of results,

the Smithsonian Institution assigred Dr, Mathew W, Sterling to

the expeditior and the U, S. Navy assigned an officer and two

petty officers with a large quantity of photographic equipment and
supplies. The field party spent a number of months in the selected
arca of Eastern Ecuador, Peru and Western Brazil, The scientific
areas of research included a study of the life, mythology, habits
and customs of these Jivaro Indians, Mr. Beaity is a member of
the Explorers Club, and a Fellow of the Royal Geographic Society.
Ve are all pleased to have him as our November speaker.

We are inclulis; the tirst part of 8 summary on the Dead Sea Scrolls by Alfred
W. Hobart, We belisve that this summiiary xay arcuse further isterect in our mem-

bers and they will erdeavor to pursue this cubject om their own.






