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wour Quoat “"i»gwaker whis odday, April 5, is Dr. Howard Harlan. For some

jvere ho has bosn o Birmingloi Sovilern instruciing in the fields of Mociology and
Authropoiogy. Pricr to thes tlwic e wos instructow in the same field at the University
of Alabeios. His Doctorate Deg.ca was received "wm the University of Virginia.
Sorue of sur mwombers had the g‘r casure of atiending an evening short courge in
Avithropology ziven by Dr. @ Lirmingham Jouthera gomme months ago. He is
ar intercstimg aad i.u,-.)mLaia:m ggenkar, with an ervdize ability, that is very nicely
temperad by big sencs of lovmior - o 207 across the subject of his talk, which is
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sne of war moin itos of busineoes for the April 5th mezting will be further
discupeion relevant to the matis: of joising the Alsbams Archreslogical Society and
the Soeizty for American Avchasilozy,
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fon March 19th RDe, W, rormana gave a talk wnder the anspices of the
Alabams T)em sl Aegooiaticn. T owas o dioner meeting, end Messrs. Josgelyn,

wad Thempaon attends . r. Rropman is the well kaown anthropologist
who is presently doiag work at the University of Peuneylvania, The maeeting was a
very inicresting one arnd highly clivcational,
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The folowing articls on ‘ooeiion of avr’haeﬁiagnsd giter by sir was borrowed
frowm the EBxplovers Jouvrnzl, 1900, Volame HXXIYV, As will be seen upon reading it,
the potencial taplicntions of wtillving i method for such iteris a8 are in our territory
8 congidorable. The ope spot that hon veceived the most attention with the least proof
io the eit: of the batile between afotn and the Indians 2t Mauvillia. Ferhaps the
apportunity to ntilize this method may e eveilable tc some of sur members, and the
wiher study of techriques fow fnterprolation perhaps sver a period of time could be
develaped to such am extent as oo permoit ug tu make a genuing contribution to our

warchaeelagy and bigiory in the suuthen jtern area,
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LOCATION CF ARCHAECLOGICAL SITES BY AIR
by Dazrsie Gillie, UNESCO

In an air photograph of an ancient site the earihk seems transparent and the
lines of ancient buildings show through a5 if they were at the bottom of a clear water
lake. Where man has turned up the earth, has worked deeper in one place than in
another, or where he has left wooden buildings io decay and enrich the earth, there
the grase will grow more lush, crops will grow taller and flowers brighter in colour,
Where he has left store foundations or where only a thin layer of soil covers ruins

of stone and brick buildings, there the vegetation will be shorter and thinner.

To a man walking across a field, this paitern may nct be visible. To an aix-
borne observer, the plan of a neolithic village, Roman cawap, or an ancient city in
Cochin-China, wiil be plainly apparent. Photographed and examined at leisure, it
will reveal the right place for the archaeologist to dig avd will restore the whole plan
of agricultural seitlement as it appeared 2, 000 years ago.

Woodhenge - A photograph of = field in southwestern Englaund, taken in 1924,
sixowed dark marke of richer vegetatinn where the wooden columns of a circular sanctu-
ary of the bronze age had once stoed. Iz Britain's damp climate, no piece of timber
could erdure for 4, 000 years, but the decaved wood tiznber had enriched the soil for
tkat length of time. 5o Woodhenge was discovered as a sister site to the more famous
circle of stonee ncar Salisbury colled Stonchenge.

This technigue hae been adopted by the French in Algeria, Tunisia, Syria and
Indochina, by the Americans in Pereie, and a British scholar in Italy and Greece. It
ic being applied in the Soviet Union and in many other countries of both the old world
and the new. Photegraphs taken during military recounaissance are useful but do not
always give the information thai they might because they were not taken in the right
light or season and mew survays are constavtly needsd.

Soil Marks - There are two kinds of marks in the goil - - unevenness and crop-
marks. To detect from the aixr the slight izrvegularities of level where there have been
ditchee or walls centuries 2go, it iz nccessary that the light should be oblique, and the
vagetation regular and low, or non-existent. To detect crop-znarks, the vegetation and
tke seaszon must »e guitable. Yousag corn will show the cutline of & farm that was
ahandound three thousand years ago, but the samae ficld when harvested or when planted
with potatoes may show nothing. Pasiuvvcland in a drought will reveal the whole plan

£ a city beneath it, for stome or brick fuundations will make & pale line where the
grass has been quickest to wither, ard long vanished wuodeu palinge a dark one where

/ the soil i8 richer and deeper. Neither may be visible aiter rain has made the whole field

groen again. A big field may tell a cicar story, but broken into small fields with
different crops ite message may be so chacure as to be meaningless.
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In Britain itself acrial photography hias increased knowledge of the past as far
back as two thousand ysars beivve the written record. The discovery of Woodhenge
was followed up by photograrhs which revealed ficlds onr the bavre hills dating hack to
the eariiest days of agriculiure when raen’s ames were not sufficient to cut down forests
in the valieys. The shadows of the old field limits atill show through the gragsland,
Bronze age and early iron age sites have been found from the air and subsequently
excavated. To the many Romaon sites already known - forits, camps, signalling statioons,
villas and towns - dozens of new ones have been added, in particulaz camps in parts of
Scotland which were probably ooly occupied by ithe Roman soldiers for a few weeksa o
ever days during punitive campaigns outside the Roman province.

Ancient Carthage - On nther Roman frontiers, in Southern Algeriz, Libya and
Syria, it has been possibla io trace fvom the air the entive system of Roman defences
over hundreds of milee as well as the irvigation systems supplying watsr to those who
manoed them., From the air, too, the ouler fortifications of ancient Carthage have
been identified. In Tunisia, azewial photography has shown that the fielde over great
arean gtill fit into the Roman gurveyors' sguares - a regrlat chequer board pattera
extending for mile afier wile which enabled the adminisiration in Rome to organize
‘colonization from afar. The saine sysicimn of "centuriation' as it is called, is visible in
parts of Dalmatia, Italy and scutheran Francs.

In Apulia, in an a2rga near Foggia, where thore ave today great expanses of
pasture and big corn fields, it has boen poasible to identify {rom the air successive
settlements whick date back to the asvliest days of farming in Italy. In the grassland
and corn, the avistor can see the cuvtlives of rovnd neolithic huts, grouped fur safety
within circular ditches ard fences. But these circies ars overlaid by the squares of
Foman farms, laid out in regulsr order. Yow can sec the straight lane, that zeems
still to lead up to a farm houss which probably ceaged {0 exist come {ifteon hundred
years ago. Cutting sctoss theso Roman fields are the irvegular outlines of others that
lay azround a village and mano: baloaging to the Emperor H'rederick II in the thirteenth
century.

Further north ia Italy it has been possible to plot for the first time correctly
and fully some of the great Etyuscan cemeteries, to distinguaich the anciont roads that
ran through thom for funeral processions and even o see on which side of the tombs the
entrance lies - a detail whick only laborions spade<woerk will reveal at ground level.

At Rhodes, a echolar has distinguished from the aly the plan of the ancient
Greek city, which ie invigible at ground level becauze of exténnive later building, while
over Paestum in South Italy, you can see the lines of the streets, fiow buried under
fields and largely invisible frowm below,

New Finds in Cophin-China - Some of the most exciting discoveries of air
archacology were made during the war in Indechins. In the ertreme south of Cochin-
Ghina, between the river Mekong and the gulf of Siam, 2 numbér of ancient city-sites
snd some short lemgiths of cana! had slready been noted by surveyors. One site, the
tity of Oc-Eo, had been excavaizd in 1941 and 1942 by a French ascholar. It proved to
date from the firet centuride A, D, and to have been built by Indian settlers who
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brought their type of civilization to this arca about the same time that Rome was
bringing Mediterranean civilizalion to Gaul and Britain,

Of particular interest was the discovery of a smeall number of objects origi-
nating from the Mediterranean just as there were 2 small number from China. Here
under the rule of kings who used Eanakrit for their inscriptions, the civilizations of
the West and East were both known., Yo the twenty sites already noted by surveyors
on the ground, ancther twenty have been added by air-photogrephy, some of them of
much larger cities than Oc-1Sv., The short leagths of about 30 canals became, when
geen from the air, a vast network of 156. Here, when conditions oace again permit
research, the archacologist on ihe ground will be able to uncover one of the least
known chapters in the history of civilized max.
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The members of the Alabama Archacologicel Society, Morgan Limestone
Chapter, invited some of our members to look over somse of the sites along the
Tennasgee River . As a result of this kind invitation, Richard Radford, who is a
member of both Societies, lec Megsrs. Lively, Stecle, Shaunon, Conerly and
Thompaon along 287 miles of Tennesses river bank on foot, This fabulous mile-
age was accomplished from 12:00 {0 2:00 and any one who doubts it need only speak
{0 the wall(?) conditioned members who were on the trip. The sites are many and
the finds were excelient. Jack Chambron joined the party in the late afternoon with
his boat, and we crossed the river Lucking at some othor sites. Thie particular
tezritory is literzlly fabulous in the sense that it has every evideace of habitation of
& coutinuous type from historic through Faleo Indians. The river in the Spring tends
to do much of the excavation work and uncovessg all rnauner of artifacts and burials.
A genuinely delightiul time was hrd., We should extend an invitation to the Morgan
Limestone Chapter ia the near fuiure and have fhem join ws in some of our weekend
hunts,
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We received a leticr from Member Ed Mahan, which is quoted below in part.
Ed is starting a scientific dig at Cathedral Caverns, ‘Route 1, Woodville, Alabama,
It is noar Grant, Alabame., Wec sursly wish him the best of luck; and he hag advised
us that he will be happy to bave vigitors - and even shovelers.

"Ag preeent I am down to six feet in the first fwe foot square. It looks as ifI
passed the pottery cultures at the 30 inch level. From thers on to the 60 inch
level was solicl rock and a litile sterile clay. On bréaking through the great

slabs of stone for 30 inches a large fire hoarth showed up:; That produced a

fine ripple flaked Avrchaic point, also a number of fing fiint chips, two broken
fragments of points, one spoke shave made from a lazge flake, plus bone, snail
shells and charcoal. Ac much of the charcosl 2o possible was saved and sealed
in the proper containsrs,
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In looking around to sce who would run the tests on the charcoal, ons of my
friends of the Huntsville Socicty got the laboratory at Redotone Areensl to do
it free of charge. Isn't that wonderful ("
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NOTICE . .

If your newsgletter came in an envelope, it was because you bad paid your dues
ard your membership card{s) were included. Any family members who did not receive
cards can obtain them at the regular meetings or throuzgh a note containing the name
dosired on the card {addressae) io the President.

Thoae of you who received the newsletter in the regular way are requested
to pay dues as soon as possible, as cur yearbook is due to be published shorily and
we want all correci names, addresses and phone aumbers included.
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RAINY WEATHER

The amateur archacoiogist's means of studying the American Indian or any
ancestral man is limited to a greast exisnt by the normal processes of natural destruc-
tion, and quite often, evidence =t {0 the nature of ancesiral cultures is found only
in the form of artifacte and structurec that are not rezdily subject to destruction.
Avtifacts manufactured of stone and poitery are, of course, the most prolific source
of information. Occasionally, wood, bone and woven razterial is found intact, but
thase finde are exceptional in cur ares, .Another probler results from the fact that
ths shape and form of particular ariifacis do not always demorstrate the use of the
iteom or the exact manner of employment.

Historic accounts by writers who traveled among the American Indians during
the exploration and setilement of thic country can furnish the archaeclogist with
much information that would never be discovered by field work alone. Many accounta
are qusstioned in regard to their accuracy, but others ave painstakingly written and
serve as excellent source material,

The following quotation from BsVoto's Journal of Lewis and Clark will illus-
trate how we can overcome the adversity of nature znd hew a rainy day can be con-
verted into a very real and imtoregting avchecological expediiion:

“the metal whick we fourd in possession of these people consisted of a few
indifferent knives, a few brass kettles, some arm bands of iron and brasg; a few
buitons, woarn as ornaments in their hair, a spear or two of a foot in length and
some irer and brases arrow poiaits which they inform me they obtained in exchange for
horaes from the Crow or Rocky Mountzin Indians on ithe yellowstone river. the bridle
bits and stirreps thoy obtzinecd from the Spaniards, though these were but few. many
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of them made use of fling for Imives, and with this instrument, skinned the animals
they killed, dreaged their fich and made their arrows; in short they used it for every
purpose to which a knife is applyed. they renew the edge by fiecking off the flint by
rneans of the point of an Elk's ur deex's horn., with the point of a desr or Elk's horn
they also form their arrow poinis of the flint, with a quickness and neatness that is
really astonishing. we found w0 axes or batchets among them; what wood they cut was
done either with stone or Ell's horn. the latter they used always to rive or asplit their
wood. their culinary eutensils exclusive of the brass kettle above mentioned, consist
of pots in the form of a2 jar made either of earth, or of a white soft stone which becomes
very black and very hard by birning, and is found in the hills near the three forks of
the Missouri betwween Madison's and Gz iatin's rivers. they have also spoons made of
Buffalos’s horne and those of the Bighorn.

they sometimes make bows of the Elk's horn and those also of the Bighora.
those of the Elk's horns are made of a single plece and covered on the back with glue
and sinues like those made of wood, sad ave frequently ornamented with a strand
wrought of porcupine quills and sinves wraped around them from some digtance at
both extremities. the bows of the bighorn are formed of small pieces laid flat and
cemented with glue; and rolled with siniwe, after which, they are also covered on the
cack with sinews and glew. and ai'e highly srnamented a3 they are much prized.

forming the shield is a cerimmmy of great inaporiance among them, thins
implement weuld in their mivd be devested of much of its protecting power were it
not inspired with those virtues by thoir older men and jugglers (medicine priests).
their method of preparing is thus, an cative skin of o ball buifaloe two years cld is
first provided; a feast is nexnt prepavad and all the warriers, old men and jugglers
invited to partake. a hole is sunk in the ground about the same in diameter with the
intended shield and about ecighiven inches doep. a parcel of stones are now made red
ot and thrown into the hole. water is next thrown in aund the hot stones cause it to
emit a very strong hot sieerm, aver this they spread the green akin which must not
have been suffered to dry after taken off the beast. the flesh side is laid next to the
ground and as many of the workmen ap can reach it take hold on it's edges and extend
it in every direction. as the skin becomes hoated the hair seperates and is taken off
with the fingere, aud the skin continuss to contract until the whole ie drawn within the
compas design for the shizid, it is then taken off and laid on a parchment hide whare
they poiund it with the becl whon barefoct. this vperation of poundifg continues for
several days or as long as the feast lasts. when it iz delivered to the propryeter and
declared by the jugglers and oid men to be a sufficicnt defence agzinst the arrows of
their enemies or even bullets if the foast has been a satisfactory ohe. many of them
believe inoplisityly that 2 Ball connot penitrate their shield, in consequence of certain
supernatural powers whick have been inepired by their Jjugglers.

the Poggamoggon is an instrument with a bandle of wood covered with dressed
teather about the size of = whip handle and twenty-two inches long; 2 round sicne of
twe povnds weight is algu covered with leather and gtrongly united to the leather of the
handle by a throng of two inches long; a ioop of leather united to the handle passes
arvound the wrist. they 2lso have a kind of armor which they form with many foaids of
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dressed antelope's skin, united with glue and sarnd. with this they cover their own
bodies and thoase of their horses. these are sufficient against the eifects of the
arrow. '
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Children's Program . . . . « « . . .

Saturday A, M, at 10:00 o'clock - the place - The Birmingham Art Museum
in the City Hall - Tkere will be a movie cn Sioux Indian Life. It's in sound and
extromely well done - 30 all children and their friends are iavited, adults also.
We hope to have Dan Josselyn, after the movie to show our group something about
arrow heads and how to maks them.

Come and briang ail your friends.
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Loearn from the misiakes of others -
you can't live iong enough to make them all yourseif.

GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!






