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The oditors feool suro that all members will wish to begin tho now
year and Administration with a hearty rccognition of the good work,
tho cxceptional work, of the outgoing Administration during the past
ycar. The Soclety enjoyed no less than a NEW ERA of expansion end
intercsts., The Herculean and inspircd work of pest Pres. Britt
Thompson on our TV program (and many thanks to Educational TV - gvery
Thurs. evening 8:30PM) hag been out of this world, and bids fair to
be of major help in further orgenizing Alabama for archaeology -
what with letters from all over ! (Confidentially, Britt has a
made=-to-order TV personality - end the gals liko him, so he's crazy
if he doesn't like TV.)

And notlce that one or snother of the Hullenders hsas been in there
pitching, in official cavneclty, from wey hsck, doing & lot of hard
work. We can use 2 lot more like them.

Call him ambassador ot large, undercover agent, or just a smooth
operator - any way you take it, Bill Steele, though avoiding office,
also deserves recognition for enduring interest in the Society.

In fact, we have 2 darned nice bunch of folks &l1ll the¢ way eround,.

We've grown so large, under our past Administration, we don't know
each other any morel! The coming meecting (Fri., Feb. 7, Public Library
7:30PM) will be an "open meeting". UNo spesker - anybody, everybody
talks or shows artifacts, or just gets acquelntcd agein or what-have-
you. Be there! We all want to know you. At this meeting, the date
and destination of our next fleld trip will be announced.

We shall miss our late Past President, affectionately known to all as
Jim Wilkinson., Wse are putting up a monument to Jim - the finest kind
of monument - archacological bocks donated in his name to the Publiec
Library. Generstions will derive education from his great interest
in our most neglected science, and keep his name alive in the book
plates. A collection was becsun at the Jan. meeting, but some of you
mey have been mlssed, and some werce not there, Happy hunting, Jim,

LataLanaLa,
D Ty

About thls NEWSLETTFR. Let's meke it that - everybody's voice. The
editors are supposed to put 1t together and get 1t out - not write 1it.
The editorial mind, as we often note, is a very limited mechanism,
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Give us some chit-chat, some whet's-cooking, some let's-do-it, some
humor or facts or theories or anything at all, Make this sheet the
Voice of the Society, a monthly get-together. Nothing on carth is
so widely read 2s news, so let's get real newsy.

ats
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Do you belong to the Tennessee Archaeological Society? They are
getting out a real Jourual now - and concerning our area, It is a
MUST for southeastsrn avchseologists, (Biology PBuilding 6, Univer-
sity of Tennsssee, EKncxiille. Tenn., Reguler membership $3.00 per
yoear, contributing membership 5 .00)

In their good NEWSLETTER, Dec., 1957, there is &n sxcellent list of
alms and projects for the coming year. How about some of our own?

P

THE BOOTLEG SITEH
Bmile Dahlen

Persistent rumors of artifects "by the shovel full" at Falls City,
Ala., coused Ted, Harriot and Bucky Rybka, accompanied by Pat Dahlen
and your president. with Tomwy Shewmeke ns guide, %o set off one
morning in Jan., 1957, Our Y"guide" wos not too certein how to reach
the slte from the Jasper direction, but maintained resolutely that
when we reached the right spot we'd see & soft-drink sign and o red
house.,

Further dilrections obtained in Jesper were a bit garbled, as usual,
so the left fork was taken instead of the right - 2nd we mean right,
period, Additional misdirections further on set the party in the
midst of a wildernees that was not known to exist this side of the
Canadian border. UWet weather had softencd the dirt roads, and so
overflowed the numerous creeks that thevy preempted the roads in many
places. Bad driving conditions, the prinscval aspect of the country,
plus numerous piles of corn-mash secks that dobted the roadside,
caused no end of uneasiness among the »narty. The oaly mitigating
circums tance was tie brightly shining sun by which we attempted to
guiae ourselves, Ilowever, the torturous twistings and turnings of
the road made the sun useless as a direcition finder.

After several dead ends in farm yards., and much retracing, the car
finally stalled on a particularly steev ~nd slippery hill, The party
and equipment were unloaded, and then w.th everyone giving a healthy
shove the car slithered into the midst of a Family reunion of some
sort, A gulde was procured here and the intropid cxplorers at last
set on the right road tc home!

After this experience, interest in the site waned tocmporarily until
June, when another attempt was made. Proper directions were avail-
able this time and the location was found with no difficulty.

The site seems to have been possibly a flint factory, judging by the
large quantity of flakes and defective points in evidence. However,
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the land has been cultivated for several generations and no doubt
much evidence hss been destroyed. Large rocks, as mortars, anvils,
etec., may now be a part of someone'ts fireplace. Time did not permit
examine tion of the areas adjacent to the fleld, or a nearby creek
which might disclose a source of lithic malerial,

Numerous points, scrapers, gravers, chips, 2 small flint knife, and
what appear to be several small potsherds, were coilected in about

LS minutes. The gravers are small, not too well made, and may be
accldental shepes. The potsherds, we hastily admit, mey be nothing
morce than thin layers of ferruginous ssndstone that became intere
bedded in the surrocunding strata, eroded out, and was washed as

pluvial material to where it was found. If they are potsherds, they
are sand tempered, indicating some antiguity. They have no decoration.

Some of the projectile pcints have been classified in a general way
as Woodland. They are mostly cherty and sandstone material, abundant
in this locnle. The better quality are a fine crystalline type of
grey flint. They are mostly stemmed, a few side notched, a couple
plain,

Several end scrapers were located, upon close examination, smong the
spalls, as well as what may be termed 2 "spokeshave", But these
were small and a blt crude, giving the impression the user may have
picked up a flake that happened to sult his immediate need.

The find of the day was a perfect flake knife similar to one pictured
in "Sun Circles and Human Hends" (FPundaburk and Foreman), Plate 2.

It looks to be a true example of lamellar fleking, and was made from
the good quality fine grain gray flint menticned above. We began
thinklng about - but yvou guessed it -~ Paleo!

It 1s planned to re-~visit the site as a Society project in the very
near future, to look more closely and explore more broadly.

As a postscript, it should be mentioned that the daughted of the pre-
sent occupant of the land has a hobby of collecting projectile poilnts,
affixing them to arrow shafts, and shooting them about the surrounding
countryside. If new shofts, with Archale or Paleo points on themn,

are found - don't get too excited.

ARTIFACTS AT RANDOM

Editorially Speaking.
Some million years ago man chinped his flints
And here and there has done 1t ever since -
The humen mind as fixed from that far back
As fossil orint of dinosaurts track.

These fossilized flint chippers never developed writing,. The story
is told that several Indians were discussing the white man and his
strange ways, One Indilen ventured that the white man's greatest
atta%nment was his ability to "put things down on paper so they
keep" o
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Sequola, as you recall, didn't know if that was “"such a much". As a
consoquence, he was so Jeered at thiat he developed & system of writ-
ing the Cherokee language ~ the only time this feat is recorded in
history.

But likely the other Indisns were corvect, Writing may be man's most
importent attainment, With it we can preserve all the wisdom of the
ages, each small stone of knowledge which a man may here and thers
contribute, untll we have a great pyramid of fact and logic.

And we can speak, as through a great trumpet, to thousands - through
the medium of writing.

Yot the vast majority of people have never availed themselves of the
great opportunity to use thils great medium - to write - save for a
letter now and then.

Now you perceive the "commercial"., We are solicity your manusecripts!
If you don't think that is a golden opportunity, send a manuseript to
almost any othor ceditor - they generally wear medieval armor and you
have to hit them right in the eye to do any damage.

If you "can't write", we shall be glad to edit for you - we can split
an Infinitive as wide as anybody. Or we'll accept your word-of-mouth
and mess 1t up for you in a big way - since you have to sign and take
the blames.

We'll be seeing you - in print.

Our Treasurer reminds us that 1958 dues are payable now!






